
Mastercard: 10 years of impact, and investing in 
young people 

In 2012, the Mastercard Foundation Scholars Programme was launched to develop 
Africa's next generation of leaders. A year later, in May 2013, Makerere University 

became one of its first partners. 

Read More

Groundbreaking  Innovations

Going green with 
Makerere’s digital bikes
For some years now, students and 
staff have reportedly found it a 
herculean task navigating the 350 
acre hill since the ban of public 
motorists from the campus premises 
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Why we are bringing you 
The Legacy
It gives me great pleasure to welcome 
you to the inaugural edition of our 
quarterly e-newsletter, appropriately 
named The Legacy. The launch of this 
initiative could not have been more 
timely, as Makerere University in 
October 2022 completed year-long 
centenary celebrations themed 
“Leveraging 100 years of Excellence 
in Building a Transformed Society”. 
Read More

The Legacy: Bringing 
the alumni together 
It is with profound gratitude and 
pleasure that we are witnessing the 
publication of the first edition of The 
Legacy e-newsletter, an idea of the 
current Board of Trustees of the 
Makerere University Endowment 
Fund. We are convinced that The 
Legacy will be a vital communication 
tool that will enable the university to 
reach out to its over 400,000 alumni 
strewn all over the world.
Read More

Profiles of Makerere University’s 
outstanding Alumni

Aita Joel: 
Leading the way 
on Large 
Infrastructure 
Projects  
Read more

Ojok Okello: 
Rural futurist 
building Africa’s 
model village  
Read more

Oscar 
Kampala:
Redefining 
fashion one suit 
at a time  
Read more

News and Updates

Meet the 89th Guild President of the 
pro-rata government
The Department of Journalism and Communication had 
not produced a guild president since 2001, when Hon. 
Fred Mukasa Mbidde was elected guild president. The 
89th guild race however, changed the narrative when 
Robert Maseruka emerged victorious in the race. Having 
longed to be a guild president, this was a dream come 
true for him. With a race filled with so much uncertainty 
and anxiety, he could not help but wonder what the odds 
would be. They turned out to be in his favor.
Read more

How universities must respond to 
Africa’s problems — Museveni
Makerere University's contribution to great research, 
knowledge, and innovative ideas over its first 100 years of 
existence has been nothing short of remarkable. To give 
you an appreciation of some of the recent developments, 
the Makerere University Research and Innovations Fund 
(Mak-RIF), with funding from the Ugandan government, 
has increased the local generation of translatable 
research and scalable innovations that address key gaps 
required to drive Uganda's development agenda. 
Read more

Makerere perfecting the performing arts 50 years 
on
It is not far-fetched to argue that for 50 years now, Makerere has been at the 
forefront of professionalizing the performing arts in Uganda. 

scientist in the 
Makerere Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) Lab had 
just returned from Data 
Science Africa 2023, a 
back-to-back summer 
school and workshop 
held from 8th to 12th 
May 2023 in Kigali, 
Rwanda.
Read more

learning and real-world 
experience, Makerere 
University is set to 
launch a 
groundbreaking 
student-work scheme, 
revolutionising the 
traditional approach to 
higher education. 
Read more

everyone.  This includes 
Makerere University, 
Uganda’s premier 
university. World over, 
education institutions were 
some of the worst hit by 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Read more

In Memoriam

Ntambirweki, the moving 
encyclopedia we won’t forget
The death of Prof. John Ntambirweki, a former 
student and lecturer at Makerere School of Law, on 
12th April 2023, at Le Memorial Hospital in 
Kampala, was a big blow to many, not least the 
fraternity of Makerere University.
Read more

Check out our latest souvenirs & gift items

SHOP HERE

Call for Class Notes

At the Makerere University Endowment Fund, we value you, the alumni and would like 
to know where you are today. We want to feature you in The Legacy, so we invite you 

to send in your “Class Notes” to be published in our next issue.
In this section we put together short biographies sent in by you from whichever part of 
the world you are. The Class Notes highlight personal and professional achievements. 

It is a great way to keep in touch with, and find, old friends. 

Please also send in your profile and articles for possible inclusion in The 
Legacy.  Ensure to include a high resolution photo of yourself.

Send all this information to thelegacy@mak.ac.ug
Keep the submissions short (maximum 150 words).  

We look forward to hearing from you!

STAY CONNECTED
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in September 2010.
Read more

We all share the air we 
breathe, let’s keep it 
clean
You have probably walked or driven 
past a pile of burning rubbish and 
increased your speed just to get out 
of the smoke. There is a reason that 
walking away is important.
Read more

Creating social 
impact: The AI 
lab story
At the time of writing 
this story, Daniel 
Mutembesa, a research 

Fostering 
success 
beyond the 
classroom
In an exciting 
endeavour to bridge the 
gap between academic 

Makerere 
championing 
excellence in 
eLearning
Most people agree that 
the Covid-19 pandemic 
was one big lesson for 
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The Gen Zs might not get the joke about MDD (the department of Music, Dance and 
Drama, which was the previous name of the present-day Performing Arts and Film 
department) standing for “Musiru Ddala Ddala” (extremely unintelligent person), and 
that’s a good thing because the discipline is far from that! 
Read more

Graduate training: Makerere 
University initiative to sponsor PhD 
students
As Makerere University moves towards transforming into a 
research-led institution, efforts to fund PhD students are 
underway. The initiative is informed by the university’s 
strategic plan to boost graduate training.  
The Directorate of Research and Graduate Training (DRGT) 
director, Prof. Edward Bbale,  says Makerere University is 
pursuing a research-led agenda, which is not a “mere argument 
on the streets of Makerere, but written in our strategic plan”.
Read more
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