
I didn’t know anything 
about Kampala. 
However, I had a cousin 
in Kampala who gave 
me an orientation tour. 

was literally booming. That was until 1975 when 
the Guild President Hon. Olara Otunnu in his 
address challenged the government’s spending 
on arms instead of education and other sectors. 
That address marked the end of his guild 
presidency and stay in Uganda as well as the 
royal treatment of Makerere students. 
The rest of Kateete’s stay at Makerere until 1977 
was characterised by scarcity of resources. 
However, thanks to his gifted hands and mind, 
the scarcity all around didn’t affect him. “The 
often-emphasised originality and the question 
of one’s art selling itself is 
what stuck in my mind as 

Word from the editor

A diverse menu of stories
This fourth edition of The Legacy is a little bit special, a little 
different. We have the usual tasty treat for you: engaging profiles, 
interesting news of what is taking place at Makerere University, 
and more. This time round, we have also selected a few areas 
and gone into depth to give you a better understanding of what 
is taking place in those spaces. We delve into the Fine Arts by; 
profiling an icon, Leonard Kateete and his amazing works of 
former Presidents Idi Amin Dada and Nelson Mandela who he 
met; profiling the joys and trials of a Fine Art student; and the 

experience of another, at an art exhibition at the university. We also interview three winners of the 
Annual Media Convention awards who tell us their experience, what it took to win, and what their 
future plans are. We believe that doing this will give you an immersive experience in these areas and 
provide a better understanding. 

Because a photo tells a thousand words, we share with you a pictorial, of some of the photos from 
the 74th Graduation Ceremony at Makerere University. These photos literally speak and the joy, 
excitement and relief of both the graduates and their families is visible. 

We also know that many of you are interested in finding out what opportunities you can get from 
the institution. As such, we have shared a list of these, including short courses in the College of 
Computing and Information Sciences you can undertake, and 15 fully funded positions in the PhD 
Programme “Human River systems in the 21st century”.

This newsletter is for you, so as much as we have collected all these wonderful stories to share with 
and inspire you, we would like to hear from you. Let us know what you think of the edition, share your 
own story, or get back to us with ideas you feel we should take on thelegacy@mak.ac.ug.

We hope you enjoy every morsel!

Editor-in-chief
Carol Alyek Beyanga

In 1972, Ralph Gonsalves was a student at Makerere University. 52 years later, 
now the Prime Minister of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, he visited Uganda 
during the NAM summit and was keen to visit the university where he spent a 
few of his formative years.

By Tuhirirwe Karane 

As Uganda hosted the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) summit in January 2024 — the second-
largest gathering of world leaders after the United Nations General Assembly 
— one Makerere alumnus was in attendance, overjoyed at the opportunity to 

Since 1984, Ms Peninah Aligaweesa 
Kabenge has been a well-known 
figure in the sports field at Makerere 
University, as a player, a manager and 
leader.

By Jill Ainebyoona 

Ms. Peninah Aligaweesa Kabenge is among the 
outstanding women in sports in the country, 

When she was in primary school, life was pretty 
bleak for Leah Walyaula and her family. But once 
she was able to get into Makerere University, with 
the 1.5 bonus points given to girls, her life started to 
change for the better.

By Mark Wamai 

My name is Leah Juliet Wanyenya Walyaula Kisaakye, the 
latter being a name I got after I survived an accident where 

After getting what he calls two 
“miserable” marks in his first year, Amos 
Zikusooka decided he wanted better and 
worked hard to get excellent results, 
becoming the first person to get a first 
class degree in the department of Mass 
Communication.

By Claire Zerida Balungi

On a delightful Sunday evening of August 1999, Amos Zikusooka checked 
into Makerere University’s Livingstone Hall. “Livingstone Hall was beaming. It 

Having planned and prepared herself for the opportunity, one student 
immersed herself in learning and experiencing as much as she could during 
an exchange programme in which she travelled to Norway.

By Fionah Barbra Agaba

Jennifer Mwijukye is a pioneer in the logistics and shipping industry. Her 
brainchild Unifreight Cargo Handling has steered her to the limelight. She is 
also a member of the Board of Directors at Makerere University Endowment 
Fund (MakEF). She shared her journey with The Legacy.

By Immaculate Bazira

Makerere didn’t have many business courses in 1987 when I finished A’ Level yet I was interested 
in business. Nine years later, I joined the BBA course in Makerere. I was in the pioneer class. By 
then, I had been running a  business for three years. One of the things I needed to learn was 
how to handle a small business. So when I studied BBA, I learnt networking, and how to do 
exhibitions to promote a business which worked for me. 

Having heard of and seen many great artworks of the prolific artist Leonard 
Kateete, one admirer was only too pleased to volunteer during an exhibition of 
his and shares his experience.

By Louis Kironde

Having graduated from the Margaret Trowell School of Industrial and Fine Arts, Makerere 
University in 2023, my artistic journey led me to encounter the visionary. Leonard Kateete’s 
artistic legacy extends to public spaces, showcasing his masterpieces in iconic 
locations. Notably, his portrait of Mandela graces the walls of the Nelson 
Mandela National Museum in Soweto, while the National Gallery in Kenya 

Right from the age of seven, it was 
visible to those around him that 
Leonard Kateete was an artist. From 
making portraits of presidents to 
having his works grace museums, 
Kateete tells the story of his art.

By Mark Wamai

When Leonard Kateete joined the Makerere 
University’s School of Fine Art in 1973, students 
“were living like children of kings”; meals were 
a five course affair and the allowance “boom” 

The cliché that states that living abroad 
changes your perspectives and ideologies 
on life is so true. As an exchange student 
from Makerere University, my journey 
to Kristiansand, Norway, was not just an 
academic venture but also a personal dream 
come true. From the moment I enrolled at 
Makerere University, I knew that I wanted to 

be a part of the exchange programme. I even 
knew where I desired to go. I was determined 
to do whatever it took to see my dream 
achieved. And achieve it I did ladies and 
gentlemen… Let me tell you! Living in Norway 
for five months was the wildest bingo card 
from the universe I didn’t expect (but kind of 
did because I have a lucky girl syndrome)! 

Hospital, Kasese and raised in Kilembe for 
thirteen years until our family shifted to the 
Hima Residential area. I attended Unique 
Valley Nursery School, Namuhuga Primary 
School and Unique Valley Primary School in 
Kasese. When I was in P7, on 1st May 2013, 
River Nyamwamba burst its banks and swept 
away all our property. We had to start over from 
scratch. Hima Cement, my Dad’s employer 
then, offered us refuge and some relief items to 
help start life afresh. Although Dad had a job, 
school fees was hard to come by owing to the 
multitude of responsibilities 
he had to take up. As the 

Challenges faced by students at 
Makerere University vary. One of 
these is having a demanding course 
and some drop out because of this. 
Anthony Mucunguzi shares how he not 
only overcame a demanding academic 
schedule but also graduated with a 
second class upper degree.

By Mark Wamai

I hail from Fort Portal the Tourism City, 
Kabarole District. I was born in Kilembe Mines 

With symposiums, lectures, training sessions and more, the Julius Nyerere 
Centre’s goal is to provide the students and alumni of Makerere University a 
chance to become notable leaders of their time.

By Immaculate Bazira

The Julius Nyerere Leadership Center (JNLC) is a commemorative centre that was constructed 
in 2018. Its aim is to continue Mwalimu Julius Nyerere’s idea of democracy and a united Africa. 
The centre is most notably remembered for having hosted the First Lady of Kenya, Mrs. Rachel 
Ruto and the former Vice president of the Gambia, H.E. Fatoumata Tambajang during its annual 
symposiums.

Working to 
preserve 
the culture 
of the 

Nswa
people

the country, whose language, culture and history 
are on the verge of extinction, due to their 
diminishing number. They were evicted from the 
forests by the government in 1991 and settled in 
camps in Bundibugyo District.  
Inspired to document information about them, 
and in a bid to preserve their culture, Dr. Saudah 
Namyalo, a professor of linguistics at the School 
of Languages, Literature and Communication 
drafted a proposal to the Endangered Languages 
Documentation Program, in 
which she sought to document 

Dr Saudah Namyalo, in a bid 
to document the language and 
culture of the Nswa people put in 
a proposal to get funding. She won 
a €250,000 grant. She talks about 
her excitement over the win and the 
importance of such work.

By Jill Ainebyoona

The Nswa people, also known as the Batwa of 
Semliki forests in western Uganda are among 
the few surviving indigenous communities in 

unwavering dedication and passion for 
storytelling. Born and raised in Ibanda District, 
Kababikira studied in St. Helen’s Primary 
School in Mbarara and Equatorial College 
School in Ibanda, before finding her footing at 
Makerere University.

Despite the challenges, Kababikira’s thirst 
for knowledge and her natural aptitude for 
language shone through. Her high school 
days saw her excel as the top student, amidst 
a sea of boys, earning her a well-deserved 
scholarship to pursue her dream education. 
“I always want to be the best,” she admits, “but 

When she was invited to attend the 
Annual Media Convention 2023, Mary 
Kabarikira did not expect to win the 
prize of Best Communication Student. 
She speaks about the excitement of 
receiving the award and her love for 
public relations.

By Rita Kalendera

Mary Kababikira’s journey from a small 
Ugandan town to the bright lights of 
communication is a testament to her 

Finding every opportunity to practise photography saw Joyce Mollan grow her 
craft and win an award in the process. 

By Rita Kalendera

Joyce Mollan, a freelance photographer, is an alumnus of Makerere University. During the Annual 
Media Convention 2023, Mollan won the Tebere-Mudin award for being the Best Journalism 
Student, a feat she was excited about.  This was her first award: “It made me feel special,” she 
says.
Mollan began her primary education at Uganda Marty’s School Mbarara. She 
then went to Sacred High School for Ordinary Level and St. Agnes Girls for 

The prospects of having remote work, although attractive, seem unattainable 
to many, especially fresh graduates. Shadrack Kizza Yawe talks to Mark Wamai 
about  how he carved out a path for himself as a remote worker and how 
others can follow suit. 

My name is Kizza Shadrack Yawe, and I graduated with a Bachelor of Statistics on 31st January 
2024. During my studies, I was attached to Livingstone Hall. 

Cranimer Mugerwa Photography Award for 
her photo essay documenting efforts to 
provide reusable sanitary pads to girls in rural 
communities.
Atwiine’s journey to becoming an award-
winning journalist began not with competition 
but with a drive to excel. A self-described 
“go-getter,” Atwiine identified journalism as 
her passion early on and dedicated herself to 
honing her craft. She attended Lohana Primary 
School for her primary and Buloba High School 
for her secondary schooling. It was at Makerere 
University, however, where she truly flourished. 
Majoring in journalism and communication, she 

Rhonnet Atwiine is proud of her win 
at the Annual Media Awards, a win 
she credits to various factors and 
is testament to her hard work and 
passion for journalism.

By Rita Kalendera

Rhonnet Atwiine , a recent graduate of 
Makerere University’s Bachelor of Journalism 
and Communication programme, is making 
waves, in her own way in the Ugandan media 
landscape. Atwiine recently won the prestigious 

Day 1 

Day 2

Regal and 
powerful: The 
leaders at 
Makerere 
University and 
Ministry of 
Education are 
always a major 
and important 
part of a 
graduation 
ceremony

Celebrating hard work, 
determination and 
great results.

The happiness plus 
joy cannot be denied.

What is a graduation 
ceremony without 
entertainment!

Men and women in 
uniform, standing 
proud of their 
achievements.

Dancing for joy.

The pride of a mother.

We did it! Finally!

A heartfelt thank you on their knees.

"Bonga ko mwana! We did it!"

The 74th Graduation Ceremony at Makerere University, which started on 
January 29th was full of colour, pomp and excitement. The event took place 
over five days in which 12,000 people graduated in different disciplines. We 
bring you a snapshot of what took place on the day.  

look for something else while dealing with the 
grief of losing one of my expensive garments. 
At campus, I would have gone back to bed 
and cried myself to sleep if my classes for the 
day were not too demanding. After which I’d 
wake up, look for fried cassava and guacamole, 
percolate tea and disappear into the fantasy 
world of Harry Potter. 

I cannot do that now. Between the 9-5, side 
hustles, Davido’s concert, relationships, 
maintaining a balanced diet and the insatiable 
desire to lead an impactful life, there is no time 
to rot on the couch guilt-free. Even if I can make 

No one prepares you on how to 
become an adult and act like one 
once you are done with university. 
Sometimes the experience can be 
daunting. However there are simple 
hacks that can make this season of life 
easier and actually enjoyable.

By Agatha Christie Akello 

One thing nobody prepares you for as an adult 
is the fact that the show must go on. I burnt 
my favourite blouse this morning and had to 
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Opportunities for short courses offered at CoCIS 
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Opportunities for 15 PhD Positions in Natural Sciences
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How studying BBA 
helped expand her 
business

My fond memories of 
the 1972 Makerere
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https://endowment.mak.ac.ug/pages/fond-memories-of-makerere-university-a-foreign-prime-minister-shares-his-experiences/
https://endowment.mak.ac.ug/pages/kabenge-a-sports-icon-at-makerere-university/
https://endowment.mak.ac.ug/pages/if-i-had-let-my-past-define-me-id-not-be-where-i-am-today-leah-walyaula/
https://endowment.mak.ac.ug/pages/my-only-job-was-to-go-to-class-read-and-pass-amos-zikusooka-on-getting-a-first-class-degree/
https://endowment.mak.ac.ug/pages/a-dream-come-true-a-students-journey-of-cultural-exploration-in-norway/
https://endowment.mak.ac.ug/pages/originality-and-art-that-sells-itself-the-hallmarks-of-kateetes-career/
https://endowment.mak.ac.ug/pages/an-amazing-close-encounter-with-east-africas-artist-icon-leonard-kateete/
https://endowment.mak.ac.ug/pages/making-it-through-the-gruelling-art-course-successfully/
https://endowment.mak.ac.ug/pages/leadership-training-and-grooming-what-the-julius-nyerere-centre-offers-you/
https://endowment.mak.ac.ug/pages/working-to-preserve-the-culture-of-the-nswa-people/
https://endowment.mak.ac.ug/pages/always-doing-her-best-is-what-got-kabarikira-an-award/
https://endowment.mak.ac.ug/pages/passion-for-a-hobby-saw-joyce-mollan-win-an-award/
https://endowment.mak.ac.ug/pages/how-hard-work-feedback-and-a-fellowship-prepared-atwiine-for-a-win/
https://endowment.mak.ac.ug/pages/how-i-graduated-with-a-job-working-remotely/
https://endowment.mak.ac.ug/pages/the-art-of-adulting-when-university-days-are-over-and-the-independent-life-starts/
https://news.mak.ac.ug/2024/02/cocis-cipsd-call-for-applications-march-may-july-september-2024-short-courses-intakes/
https://news.mak.ac.ug/2024/02/15-phd-positions-human-river-systems-in-the-21st-century/
https://endowment.mak.ac.ug/pages/how-studying-bba-helped-jennifer-mwijukye-expand-her-business/
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higher level, eventually studying education. She 
would become a teacher, a deputy headmistress 
and a lecturer. 

The journey to that place started when Mpanga 
joined Gayaza High School in 1947 from Ndejje 
High. Mpanga studied at the school for junior 
one to junior three. After completing Junior 
three and passing continuation exams which 
learners sat at the time, she went for interviews 
at Mengo Nursing School in 1949. “They told me 
that if I like nursing, I can go back and come back 
later,” she said. She wondered 
what to do. The other option 

Mrs. Joyce Mpanga was one of 
Makerere’s illustrious female alumni. 
When the university celebrated its 
centenary anniversary in 2022, she 
was interviewed for the Makerere 
@100 Interviews. This is a rewritten 
version of that story, placed here in 
Memoriam.

At first, Joyce Mpanga wanted to become a 
nurse. When she was unable to get admitted, 
she went back to school to continue to a 

C4 Lincoln House, Lincoln Lane. Makerere

University main Campus

+256 414 660 416

ef@mak.ac.ug

 www.endowment.mak.ac.ug

@MakEndowmentFnd

makerereendowmentfund

Makerere University Endowment Fund

Makerere University Endowment Fund
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Are you a recent graduate looking for employment?
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I am Julius Kateregga, the 85th Guild President, 
a teacher by training in English language and 
Literature studies. I am the LC 5 Lord Councillor 
for Kawempe South 1 and the representative 
of Kampala City Council Authority to Makerere 
University. I am sure everything about me says 
that I am a Mitchellite. 

Oblivious of what the future had for 
him, Julius Kateregga alias KJ joined 
Makerere University as an ordinary 
student and found himself involved 
in university politics, eventually 
becoming the 85th Guild President. He 
tells Tiffany Uwimana his story.

https://endowment.mak.ac.ug/pages/joyce-mpanga-a-woman-of-many-firsts-who-opened-the-way-for-others/
https://endowment.mak.ac.ug/
href="mailto:ef@mak.ac.ug"
href="tel:256 414660416"
https://www.linkedin.com/school/makerere/
https://www.facebook.com/Makerere/
https://twitter.com/Makerere
https://www.instagram.com/makerere/
https://sgplusuganda.org/
https://endowment.mak.ac.ug/pages/change-only-happens-if-one-fights-for-what-they-think-is-right-kateregga-julius/

